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From the Editor: Tamara Sniffin

Moments That Make Belize
Memorable

There is a special kind of magicin
Belize, one that reveals itself when
you dive in, get your hands a little
dirty, dance under the moonlight,
and celebrate alongside the people
who call this place home. This issue
is filled with stories that capture
that energy, inviting you to experi-
ence Belize in unforgettable ways.

In San Pedro Town, creativity
comes alive at The Bamboo Artist,
where a hands-on bamboo art ex-
perience is shaped by its founder’s
remarkable journey. Born in Nigeria
as a traditional woodworker, he evolved his craft to bamboo, embracing
sustainability. Celebrated in Jamaica and recognized in the United States,
his globally influenced work transforms a humble material into contem-
porary art rooted in culture and innovation.

When the full moon rises over the Caribbean, the vibe shifts from
laid-back to electric. Moon Bar at Mangata Villas hosts one of Ambergris
Caye’s most memorable nights, where music, firelight, glowing cocktails,
and warm sea breezes come together for a full moon celebration that
feels uniquely island and irresistibly fun.

We also explore Easter in Belize, a season that beautifully balances
tradition and tropical escape. From heartfelt religious observances to
relaxed beach days and lively coastal gatherings, Easter offers travelers
a front-row seat to Belize’s rich cultural tapestry and welcoming spirit.

In the heart of the Cayo District, the Belize Natural History Archive offers
a deeper look into the wildlife and ecosystems that define the country.
More than a museum, it is a thoughtfully curated space where science,
conservation, and storytelling converge, making it a must-see for those
seeking a deeper understanding of Belize’s natural world.

And then thereis Carnaval in San Pedro! Colorful, energetic, and deeply
rooted in community. What begins as playful fun unfolds into a celebra-
tion of identity, heritage, and shared pride, offering visitors a chance to
experience one of the island’s most vibrant traditions.

Together, these stories celebrate Belize at its best: creative, festive,
soulful, and full of life. We hope they inspire you to explore, celebrate,
and fall in love with our country. We welcome you to My Beautiful Belize!

Gualberto "Wm

San Pedro Town Mayor

Welcome to our beautiful island of Ambergris Caye, La Isla Bonita.

Whether you are visiting for the first time or returning to a place that
feels like home, we are honored to share our island and our way of life
with you. San Pedro is a community defined by its rich culture, resilient
spirit, and the natural beauty that surrounds us.

The months of February, March, and April mark one of the most vibrant
seasons on our island. San Pedro Carnaval fills our streets with color,
music, and joy. It is an expression of our creativity and community pride.
Visitors from near and far come seeking renewed energy and connection
during Spring Break. As the season continues, Easter invites a time of
reflection and faith, deeply rooted in community traditions that remain
central to our cultural identity.

Throughout this busy and meaningful season, we continue working
every day to improve the experience for both residents and visitors. From
protecting our natural environment to strengthening public services,
enhancing safety, managing traffic, and investing in infrastructure, our
goal is to ensure that growth is responsible, inclusive, and sustainable.

We invite you to explore beyond our shores and experience the heart
of San Pedro. Immerse yourself in our neighborhoods, traditions, and
celebrations. Visitors are welcomed not just as guests, but as part of our
extended family. Our culture is warm, our people are welcoming, and our
island is open to all who seek meaningful and immersive experiences.

Thank you for choosing Ambergris Caye. We hope your stay is joyful,
enriching, and unforgettable. We are glad to share Our Island, Our Home
with everyone.

About the Front Page

Beach play day in San Pedro Town, on Ambergris Caye, sandy feet, and
carefree fun. From splashing in the shallows to playing with friends by
the shore, this is what growing up (and living) on the island looks like.

4 Where do you Read

Dion Vansen, reporter for
The San Pedro Sun, took
My Beautiful Belize along
for the journey while
visiting the world-famous
Wrigley Field in Chicago,
USA. Opened in 1914,
Wrigley Field is one of the
oldest and most beloved
ballparks in the United
States, home to the Chica-
go Cubs and renowned for
its ivy-covered brick out-
field walls, hand-operated
scoreboard, and timeless
charm that has made it an
icon of American sports

Chicago, USA history.

\_ Have a great picture reading this publication? Send it to us at hello@mybeautifulbelize.com to be featured! J

~

Jackson Hole,

Wyoming

Paul and Carrie

Guschewsky of Lander,

Wyoming, joined by

their furry travel com-

panion, Parker, read

My Beautiful Belize be-

neath a striking arch

of elk antlers in iconic

Town Square while ex-

ploring Jackson Hole,

Wyoming. The elk ant-

ler arches that frame

the four corners of this

historic square are one

of Jackson’s most photographed landmarks: built from thousands of
naturally shed elk antlers collected from the nearby National Elk Refuge.
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By Tamara Sniffin

Continued on Page 4
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Belize's Natural History Archive

Continued from Page 3

The Archive was thoughtfully curated through years of fieldwork, At the heart of the Archive is its curator, Michael Penn, a respected
research, and collaboration with conservation agencies and educa-  naturalist and ornithologist whose work has significantly advanced
tors. All specimens are ethically and legally obtained, with a strong  understanding of Belize’s birdlife and biodiversity. His expertise and
emphasis on education, conservation, and respect for wildlife. The  passion are evident throughout the exhibits, which pair scientific
goal is not only to display Belize’s natural heritage but also to explain  accuracy with clear, engaging interpretation for visitors of all ages.
how ecosystems function and why protecting them matters. Continued on Page 4
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Belize's Natural
History Archive

Continued from Page 4

For travelers exploring the Cayo District,
the Belize Natural History Archive is a perfect
complement to jungle hikes, river adven-
tures, and wildlife tours. It offers valuable
context for the animals and landscapes
encountered outdoors, helping visitors see
Belize not only as a beautiful destination
but as a living, interconnected ecosystem.

Whether you are a nature enthusiast, a
family traveling with curious kids, or simply
someone eager to learn more about Belize
beyond the surface, the Belize Natural
History Archive is a must-see destination. It
is an inspiring space that celebrates knowl-
edge, conservation, and Belize's remarkable
natural story.

The Archive is open Tuesday through
Saturday from noon to 6PM, and Sunday
from noon to 4 PM; it is closed on Mondays.
For more information, please visit https://
belizenaturalhistoryarchive.com.

February - April 2026
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Located in the heart of San
Pedro Town, The Bamboo Artist is
one of Ambergris Caye’s newest
and most creative experiences.
More than a gallery showcasing
distinctive bamboo artworks and
custom framing services, The
Bamboo Artist also offers an en-

By Tamara Sniffin gaging, story-driven art class. The
hands-on experience is rooted
in sustainability, culture, and the
life’s work of a highly respected
international artist.

The Bamboo Art Class begins not
with tools but with context. Guests
are welcomed by Nicole, the wife
of artist Omo Otaylor, who opens
the session with an introduction
to bamboo's sustainability and
the powerful story behind her hus-
band’s work. Bamboo, she explains,
is fast-growing, renewable, and
deeply symbolic of resilience and
adaptability, qualities that mirror
Omo’s artistic journey.

Born and raised in Nigeria, Omo
began his career as a traditional
woodworker, mastering form and
technique with natural materials.
Over time, his practice evolved as
he moved from wood to bamboo,
driven by environmental aware-
ness and a desire to explore new
creative possibilities. His talent
was recognized during a decade
in Jamaica, where his bamboo
art was celebrated for its refined
craftsmanship, creative innova-
tion, and strong cultural identity.
His journey eventually led him to
the United States, where his repu-
tation continued to grow, earning
him recognition as an artist who
transforms a humble, sustainable
material into contemporary works
with global influence.

Traditional § Authentic Cuisine

J)ne of a Kind

HUDUT a must try!!

‘or Reservations: +1 (501) 605-2895 || +1 (501) 625-5204
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Following the introduction, the class moves
into a relaxed, hands-on session suitable for all
skill levels. Led by Omo, participants choose from
four design options, select pre-cut bamboo pieces
with naturally varied textures and tones, and begin
assembling their artwork. With clear, step-by-step
guidance, guests learn simple shaping, assembly,
and finishing techniques. Light refreshments and
drinks enhance the easygoing, social atmosphere,
where conversation and creativity unfold naturally.

Continued on Page 8
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Continued from Page 7

b

O((\ %am e fo What makes this expe-
<<< s rience truly special is its
depth. Guests are not sim-
ply making art; they are
connected to a living story
of sustainability, cultural
exchange, and artistic evo-
lution. At the end of the
class, participants leave with
a handcrafted bamboo art-
work ready to travel, along
with a deeper appreciation
for bamboo as a material
and for Omo Otaylor as an

artist.

As a new business and
experience on the island,
The Bamboo Artist is al-
ready setting itself apart. For
visitors to Ambergris Caye
seeking something creative
and unmistakably unique,
it is a must-do addition to
your island itinerary. The
gallery is open 9AM to 6PM,
Monday through Saturday.
The two-hour classes are
offered daily at 9AM and
3PM. For more informa-
tion and to register, please
visit https://bambooartist.
com/a-taste-of-bamboo/
or their Facebook page @
thebambooartist.

ADVENTURE
STARTS
WHERE THE
JUNGLE
MEETS YOUR
DOORSTEP.

GET 10% OFF YOUR STAY WHEN YOU
USE CODE TBRSUNT10 TO BOOK DIRECT

@ +501 672-4040

@E WWW.TABLEROCKBELIZE.COM
MILE 5 CRISTO REY ROAD,

CRISTO REY VILLAGE, BELIZE SCAN TH E QR
*Valid fromm November 3 to December 19, 2025, CODE To Boo K!

and from January 3 to 31, 2026. Terms Apply.
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South of ®55ga Humane Society

San Pedro
Town
o Reel Belize
Best ]
Western Caye International Bank
Grand Georgetown Trust Ltd.
Baymen o ® \arriott® Residences Belize
Gardens ® Royal Kahal
featuring ® .7 Belize

The Galleon [ ]

& Jack’s Gas _ .
Poolside Bar Black and White Garifuna Restauran

® The Beach Bar
@ Caribbean Villas

Hidden o
Treasure

o
Victoria
House

Further
South of
Town Core

Black Orchid Restaurant

* further south of the island

leg ejnH
o

South Ambergris Caye

Caye Bank International - Easy access to your private — personal or

corporate bank accounts with no taxes applied within the leading

international jurisdiction for banking in Central America. Offering a

full range of traditional and non-traditional banking services as well

as accounts in multiple currencies. Email services@cayebank.bz

Georgetown Trust Ltd. - One-stop financial

services offering the best in customized international struc-
tures. Asset protection and management, international
corporations, and other international investment opportu-

nities. Contact 226-3569.

Best Western Grand Baymen Gardens Resort, Ambergris Caye, - Offering a
serene, tropical escape. This rare find boasts lush gardens, scenic
views, and is an ideal location for vacation or a rental property.
https://www.grandbaymen.com
The Galleon Building - at the Best Western Grand Baymen Gardens
is the 6th building in queue featuring 5-stories, and stunning garden

views of the compound. The Galleon building will feature a rooftop bar with stunning

360-degree views of the beautiful island of Ambergris Caye.

Marriott® Residences Belize Ambergris Caye - Experience

beachfront living at its finest. Coming soon to San Pedro,

ANl Belize. Your oceanfront dream awaits. Secure your ocean

view residence today! https://ecidevelopment.com/community/belize-marri-

ott-residences/
Jack’s Poolside Bar & Grill - Dive into relaxation at Jack’s Poolside Bar
& Grill — the largest public pool in San Pedro! Enjoy refreshing swims,
delicious food, and cool drinks in a vibrant atmosphere. Located at the
Best Western Grand Baymen Resort — open Monday to Wednesday
7AM —9PM, Thursday to Sunday 7AM 11PM
12 Belize - Lifestyle boutique featuring Belizean-made products. Mention
this ad and receive a gift! Located at Corona del Mar on Coconut Drive,
San Pedro Town. Open Monday through Friday, 10AM —3PM TEL: 501-
670-5272 Find us on Facebook @12Belize
The Beach Bar @ Caribbean Villas — Full restaurant and bar. Enjoy our
beachside location! Serving island favorites and cool libations. Open daily
7am —10pm. 622-1857
Hidden Treasure — Tucked away on a back street in the Escalante resi-
dential neighborhood south of San Pedro Town, discover fine dining in
a rustic yet elegant and romantic setting. Specializing in Latin American
and Caribbean Cuisine. Opening Wednesday through Monday from
5pm —9pm; TEL: 501-226-4111
The Palmilla Restaurant at Victoria House - Romantic and com-
fortable ambiance, serving a unique mix of island seafood and
continental cuisine. Admiral Nelson Bar is beachside-casual, offering
breakfast, lunch, and dinner with magnificent views. Reservations recommended:
226-2067

Black Orchid Restaurant and Lounge - Serving outstanding meals,
offering private dining booths and cocktails. Open Tuesday through
Saturday, Happy hour & appetizers 3 — 5pm Dinner 5:30pm — 9pm TEL:
501-206-2441
REEL Belize - Discover unparalleled fly-fishing experiences at REEL
BELIZE Fly Shop in San Pedro. Expert guides, top-notch gear, and
breathtaking Belizean water await. Located at The Commons,
Coconut Drive, San Pedro Town, find us online at www.reelbelize.
com or call/WhatsApp: +501-610-5182
Royal Kahal Beach Resort offers luxury beachfront living with
panoramic Caribbean views. Enjoy two saltwater pools, a cafe
delicatessen, and exceptional service in an exclusive, tranquil
retreat surrounded by Belize’s breathtaking natural beauty and
island charm, located on Coconut Drive, south of San Pedro Town, Ambergris Caye.
Black and White Garifuna Restaurant - The heart of Belizean Cul-
ture - One of a kind restaurant serving traditional and authentic
cuisine, live drumming, dance, and buffet on request. We specialize
in seafood, and hudut is a must-try. We serve oxtail, jerk, stew, and
curry. Kindly call in for breakfast. Open 10AM to 9PM Phone: 639-9855 or 625 5204
E-mail: gariculenter@gmail.com
The Hula Bar - A Tiki Bar over the water serving authentic
tiki cocktails and tapas in a tropical atmosphere. Happy hour
daily from 2-4PM. Check out our new in-the-water seating! Located just south
of San Pedro Town at Mosquito Coast. For hours and more information, find us
on Facebook and Instagram @thehulabar, or call (501) 633-4600
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Elvi’s Kitchen — The most famous kitchen in San Pedro!
This award-winning restaurant serves Belizean, Inter-
national, Mexican, Caribbean and seafood cuisine with
vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free options. Mayan
Buffett on Fridays (seasonally) Open Monday — Sat-
urday, 11am —9:30pm. WhatsApp 610-3584 or 610(ELVI) E-mails:
reservations@ elviskitchen.com | info@elviskitchen.com

Tiburon Rum - Tiburon rum is a hand-crafted, aged,
premium rum. Our family-owned distillery is near
the shores of the Caribbean Sea in Belize. Visit our
tasting room in San Pedro! Web: http://WWW.TI-
BURONRUM.COMY/. E-mail: basil@sharkbaitco.com

Nestled in the heart of San Pedro Town, Havana

Cigars Bar offers a selection of fine handmade

cigars. Walk-in humidor stocks some of the finest

premium cigars from Cuba, Central America, and

the Caribbean. Open Tuesday thru Saturday noon
to midnight; Tel: 501-632-2538

The Bamboo Artist — Original bamboo art crea-

tions, custom picture framing, bamboo art classes,

gift shop, and more. Located at 41 Barrier Reef

Drive in the center of San Pedro Town. Phone/
WhatsApp (501) 637-4767. Open 9AM-6PM — Monday through
Saturday. Find us on Facebook @thebambooartist

El Fogon Restaurant - “The Firehearth,” located in the

heart of downtown, specializing in authentic Belizean

cuisine. Our menu consists of a diverse selection of

dishes that represent our Belizean culture. Air condi-

tioning. Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at @
elfogonbelize. Tel +501-673-2121.

Paradice Cream - Paradice Cream Parlor offers its cus-
tomers a variety of over 30 flavors of homemade ice
cream. Open Daily, 11am - 9:30pm; TEL: 501-226-5959
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Barrier Ree

SP BTIA Tourism Information Center — Hosted by

the Belize Tourism Industry Association San Pedro

Chapter, providing information on all things tourism

on Ambergris Caye and beyond. On Almond Street,

next to the Artisan Market. https://www.facebook.
com/spbtiatic/ for hours.

The Cork & Cooperage - The only Wine and

Bourbon Bar in San Pedro focusing on pre-

mium, current vintage, New World Wines

and Spirits. On Pescador Drive across from
Caramba in the center of town. Open 10am-10pm daily.
Facebook. com/corkandcooperage

Palapa Bar and Grill - Belize’s original over-the-

water beach bar. Float in our innertubes, enjoy the

sundeck, and savor delicious food and cocktails.

Live music daily. Open daily from 10 am - 11 pm;
TEL: 501-615-8811

Avis Cart Rentals - Offering a top-notch rental

experience from online booking to the newest

golf carts on the island. Customize features
and some of the lowest pricing together to provide you with great
rentals for that special vacation in Belize. Contact +501-226-4422
or +501-627-5257

Cool Beans Café - Sunlight dances on turquoise

waters as you step onto Dreamcatcher Pier. Enjoy

vibrant, homemade island dishes, fresh seafood, and

our famous Wednesday sushi. Sip 2-for-1 margaritas

Saturdays and Sundays. Open daily 5:30 a.m.—5:30
p.m. Call 621-6945 and savor authentic island flavor right over
the water.

Belizean Breezes - Natural soap, bath, facial, and
body care company. Located on Barrier Reef Drive
(Front Street), next to Holiday Hotel.
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Gypsy Restaurant & Cocktail Bartique - A cozy,

laid-back beachside porch in downtown San

Pedro offering locally sourced tapas-style small

plates—perfect for sharing, snacking, or a light
meal—alongside fun infused cocktails. Open 4-10pm, closed
Sundays. For reservations, call 628-7974.

...and more

Crystal Auto Rentals —#1 auto rental
in Belize! Offices conveniently locat-
ed at 5 Miles Philip Goldson Highway, Belize City, and at the Phillip
Goldson International Airport. Open seven days a week. www.
crystalautorentalsbelize.com — US Line: (936)-307-1325, Belize
Line: (501)-223-1600, Belize Phone/WhatsApp: (501)-670-7617

Table Rock Jungle Lodge — An award-winning
ecolodge on a 105-acre jungle reserve along
the Macal River, offering eco-friendly cabanas
and farm-to-table cuisine. Located Mile 5
Cristo Rey Road, San Ignacio Town. WhatsApp at +501-672-4040.

For detailed stories and many more

beautiful images,
visit www.mybeautifulbelize.com
Published by The San Pedro Sun LTD.
Managing Editor Tamara Sniffin

Follow Us
@mybeautifulbelize
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AA Meetings: Monday —Saturday, 6PM, #5 Boca Del Rio. 226-2020.
Every Tuesday & Friday, 12 noon at the Catholic parish hall. Front
street, 630-0752.

ACES Wildlife Rescue: Don’t take matters into your own hands. Call
623-7920 for wildlife conflicts and rescue.

Al-Anon Meetings: Wednesdays, 5:30PM, SP Catholic Church Hall
islabonitaalanon@yahoo.com

Ambergris Caye Masonic Lodge: ambergriscayemasoniclodge @
gmail.com 672-2265

Belize Hotel Association: 223-0669, bha@btl.net

Belize Tourism Board: 227-2419

Belize Tourism Industry Association (BTIA): 227-5717

Dr. Otto Rodriguez San Pedro Poly-Clinic Il: 226-2536
Emergency Veterinarian care: 610-3647

Hope Haven: 226-2333

Island Emergency Services: Certified medical emergency service.
Call 615-2998

Narcotics Anonymous: By request at 623-0316.

National Aids Commission Island Committee (NACIC): HIV Test-
ing/ Treatment/Stigma and Discrimination and Pre and Post Test
Counseling. 650-7021.

Rotary Club of Ambergris Caye: Join Rotary at our weekly meetings
Wednesdays at noon at EL FOGON, on the second floor. Find us
on Facebook!

RRR Response: Emergency response team Call 627-1117

Saga Society: A non-profit “humane society” to address the stray
cat and dog population in San Pedro. Phone 226-3266.

San Pedro Police Department: 206-2022

San Pedro Fire Department: 206-2372

San Pedro Tourist Guide Association: 226-2391

SP Post Office: 206-2260.

Important Information

My Beautiful Belize, A Visitor’s Guide - San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize
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< Secret Beach

Man Villa / Moon Bar
= 1.75 miles

Portofino Restaurant
rnlles

ADVERTISE
ON OUR MAP!
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Rain Restaurant and Rooftop
Terrace - Escape to elevated
dining. For over a decade,
we’ve fused Mediterranean
sophistication with Belizean
soul, creating unforgettable
cuisine set against endless
Caribbean horizons and sun-
sets that linger long after the
last course. Open daily for
breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
For reservations, call 226-
4000.

Moon Bar at Mangata Vil-
las - Your ultimate beach bar
destination! Adults-only (18+),
strong drinks, gourmet pizza,
and excellent service! Relax on
the beach in complimentary
lounge chairs and hammocks.
Free use of kayaks, SUPs, and
swimming pool. Golf cart
drive-in movie every Friday.
Open daily 12PM to 9PM at
Mangata Villas. 501-610-8953.

Portofino Restaurant - Join
us at Portofino Restaurant at
Portofino Beach Resort for a
globally inspired dining ex-
perience. Savor our signature
freshly made pasta, spectac-
ular steak au poivre, and suc-
culent stone crab, all crafted
with the finest ingredients.
Dine in our open-air, elevat-
ed setting on stilts, offering
breathtaking views of the
Caribbean Sea. With impecca-
ble service and a memorable
atmosphere, we promise an
unforgettable dining experi-
ence for lunch or dinner. Res-
ervations Recommended. Tel:
+501 226 5096 or Whatsapp:
+501673 5096. Email: info@
portofinobelize.com
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For anyone growing up in San Pedro Town, Car-
naval simply arrived, and whether you planned for
weeks or got caught up on the first day, it was an
iconicisland tradition to partake in. As children, we
waited eagerly for the days when the sandy streets
became playgrounds of laughter and color. Armed
with bottles of paint, we chased one another
through town, knowing full well that by the end of
the day, no one would make it home clean. It was
messy, carefree, and unforgettable.

Back then, Carnaval felt like pure fun. Once
school was out, the rules relaxed, and the whole
town became our stage. We didn’t think much
about where the tradition came from or why it
mattered. We just knew it was our time to let loose
before Lent began.

by Janelle Gonzalez

As | grew older, my understanding of Carnaval deep-
ened. What once seemed like playful chaos revealed
itself as something far more meaningful. Carnaval
in San Pedro is not just about paint and parties; it is
about identity. It is a tradition passed down through
generations, shaped by history, community, and pride.
The evolution from simple paint play to organized
comparsas reflects how the celebration—and the
town itself—has grown.

Today, the comparsas are the heartbeat of Car-
naval. Months of preparation go into the costumes,
choreography, and music. Each group tells a story,
blending creativity with cultural expression. The
paint may still be there, but it now shares space with
structured performances that showcase San Pedro’s

talent, creativity, and unity.
Continued on Page 14

Calendar of Events

Scan the QR code to explore
our full event calendar and
ensure you’re part of every
unforgettable moment.

Don’t Miss a Thing!
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San Pedro Carnaval continued from page 13

What makes Carnaval especially meaningful is its warm welcome.
Locals and visitors celebrate side by side, and everyone is invited to
join the fun. For travelers planning a visit, this year’s Carnaval will
run from February 15 to February 17, offering a front-row seat to
one of San Pedro’s most vibrant cultural celebrations.

Visitors are encouraged to participate, with respect for the tra-
dition and the community. Wear clothes you don’t mind getting
painted, use only washable paint, and always ask before painting
someone. Be mindful of children, elders, and those who may be
observing rather than participating. Most importantly, embrace the
spirit of the celebration.

In San Pedro, Carnaval is more than a celebration; it is our identity,
proudly shared with everyone who comes to experience it. Remem-
ber, Carnaval always returns. If you miss it in 2026, San Pedro will
be waiting to welcome you in 2027.

Page 14 My Beautiful Belize, A Visitor’s Guide - San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize
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/é\ By Janelle Gonzalez
TIBURON RUM

—=< COMPANY >am_

BELIZE Easter in Belize is more than a long
holiday weekend—it’s a season of move-
ment, meaning, and memorable moments.
Across the country, communities mark the
occasion in diverse ways, blending religious
observance, family traditions, and festive
beach culture. For travelers, it’s one of
the best times of year to explore Belize,
with each destination offering a distinct
Easter experience shaped by its people
and surroundings.
Caye Caulker: A Go-Slow Easter Escape
At the opposite end of the spectrum is
Caye Caulker, where Easter unfolds at a
gentler pace. True to its “Go Slow” motto,
the island offers a laid-back holiday of snor-
keling trips, beach naps, casual cookouts,
and sunset views. Instead of large parties,
you’ll find easy-going gatherings and bare-
foot dining by the water. It’s an ideal Easter
TASTE YOUR WAY ACROSS BELIZE destination fgr couples, solo travelgrs,and
. anyone looking to unplug and enjoy the

simple pleasures of island life.

Stop by our Tiburon Tasting Rooms in San Pedro, Placencia Village, and Cayo.

Three Towns. One Toast.

Tiburon Rum’s tasting rooms are a must-sip. Find us in
Placencia Village, Cayo, or San Pedro for exclusive
rum & tequila tastings with our friendly crew—or pop

in for a tee and a to-go bottle.
We’re open everyday from 10am-8pm

Placencia Village

Located right on Placencia road

Cayo .

Located in The San Ignacio Welcome Center in the Cayo District.

San Pedro

Located on Barrier Reef Drive next the Belize Bank

Tiburonrum.com | basil@sharkbaitco.com | 847-309-7700
Continued on Page 16
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Ea Ster in Belize Continued from Page 15
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Placencia: One Glorious Beach Party

If Easter for you means sun, sound, and social
energy, Placencia is the place to be. The southern
peninsula is famous for its lively Easter weekend,
featuring beach parties, DJ sets, live music, and
packed seaside venues. Visitors can expect day-
time lounging that easily turns into nighttime
celebrations, all set against the backdrop of
the Caribbean Sea. Placencia’s walkable village,
beachfront resorts, and relaxed yet festive atmos-
phere make it a favorite among travelers looking
to celebrate Easter with a vibrant coastal twist.

February - April 2026



Benque Viejo del Carmen: Easter Rooted in
the Catholic Faith

For a deeply cultural and spiritual experience,
Benque Viejo del Carmen stands out. This
western border town is widely known for its
traditional Easter observances, especially on
Good Friday. Processions and reenactments of
the Passion of Christ bring the entire commu-
nity together, creating a powerful, emotional
atmosphere. Visitors are welcome to observe
and participate respectfully, gaining insight into
Belize’s strong religious traditions and the role
faith continues to play in daily life.

Ambergris Caye: Where Easter Balances Tradi-
tion and Island Fun

Blending reflection with celebration, Ambergris
Caye offers a little of everything during Easter.
Church services, family traditions, and reflective
moments remain central, while afternoons often
shift toward beach time and social gatherings. A
popular Easter hotspot is Secret Beach, where
calm waters, music, and relaxed beach vibes cre-
ate a chill party atmosphere. Whether you prefer
a quiet morning or a lively afternoon, the island
offers balance.

From beach parties to sacred processions, East-
er in Belize beautifully reflects the country’s rich
diversity and vibrant spirit. Wherever you spend
the holiday, you'll find a destination that invites
you to celebrate, reflect, and connect—always
the Belize way. Easter weekend runs from April 3
to April 5, 2026, making it the perfect time to ex-
perience tradition, beach vibes, or a little of both.

February - April 2026

The

Galleon

Residences

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Affordable Island STARTING FROM

Ownership in $147,900

Ambergris Caye

Grand Baymen Gardens Resort
San Pedro Town, Ambergris Caye, BZ
Baymen @ Eci Development.com | +1 800-290-3028
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Slow mornings. Ocean
air. Your kind of escape
at Grand Baymen, Belize.

GRANDBSUN
10%

Book direct and
save 10%, with
breakfast included.

Belizeans enjoy a free
upgrade when available.

www.grandbaymen.com | reservations@grandbaymen.com | +501 226-4712
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When the moon rises full over the Caribbean Sea,
Moon Bar at Mangata Villas becomes one of Amber-
gris Caye’s most memorable nighttime experiences.
Known for its relaxed, adults-only beachfront vibe,
Moon Bar turns up the energy once a month with a
Full Moon Party that is festive, social, and perfectly
island-paced.

As evening settles in, guests gather along the
beach as a DJ or live music sets an easygoing
soundtrack. Fire features flicker along the beach,
cocktails flow, and the atmosphere feels celebratory
without losing its laid-back charm.

The highlight comes as the full moon rises over
the horizon, casting silver light across the sea and
drawing everyone’s attention to the water. It is a
shared moment of awe, followed by laughter, music,
and conversation under the stars.
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Full Moon
Party at
Moon Bar

i

'Live Music Nigh’c\y

| Enjoy QOur Sun DEcR

Adding to the fun is glow-in-the-dark body painting, a favorite feature
of the night. Guests can decorate their arms, shoulders, or faces with
neon designs that come alive after dark, creating a playful, luminous
scene as people dance, mingle, and move along the beach. The glow-
ing artwork looks especially striking under the moonlight and firelight,
making the night feel a little magical.

The Full Moon Party also includes moon-inspired cocktail specials, Ll -
Moon Bar’s full menu of favorites, including wood-fired pizzas and . R . } 3 ey, RE
beach-friendly bites, and plenty of lounge seating to relax or dance at - 4 7 : % ;
your own pace. : i

Watching a full moon rise over the Caribbean is a classic island mo-

DGinSY  Visit Our Gift-Shop!
ment. Experiencing it with music, glowing paint, and good company at : —— :

L\:I)?Aor:bizirgrinlag:;;t unforgettable, and a must-do evening for visitors Loca.l:ed IN TOWN a,b .l:he
beginning of
Boca Del Rio Beachfront
For Menu, Music schedule
nd more, visit us online:

%alapabar‘andgr-ﬂl.comM
O O

!,.---wm.{:aceboo .com/Palapasarselize @Palapasarselize
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WHO WE ARE

If you're looking to bank in Belize, invest in real
estate, or buy a future home in Belize, we're here
to help you every step of the way. Caye
International Bank (CIB) is an award-winning bank
located on Ambergris Caye island. We specialize
in serving international clients and are committed
to providing exceptional service to meet our
clients' needs.

DEPENDABLE

Keep your money safe in Belize, with one of the
highest liquidity ratios in the world and a
dependable bank that has been in business for
over two decades. CIB started off as a mortgage
company in 1996 and became an international
bank in 2003.

WHAT WE DO

At CIB, we provide a wide range of financial
services to help our clients manage their money
and achieve their financial goals. Our services
include private and corporate banking,
investments, international wire transfers, and
mortgage loans for properties in Belize,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama.

CONVENIENT

With a wide range of services, including
mortgage loans, wire transfers, debit cards,
term deposits and the option to bank in
multiple currencies, Caye International Bank is
a convenient option for those who want to
explore international banking.

We understand that investing in a foreign market can be challenging, which is why we offer personalized
support to our clients. We can provide the banking services you need to succeed financially offshore.

CONTACT US

4th Floor, Caye Financial Center, e services@cayebank.bz

Coconut Drive, San Pedro,
Belize, Central America
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O +501226-2388
@ www.cayebank.bz

LOANS DEPARTMENT
9 loans@cayebank.bz
Q® +501609-1131

February - April 2026



